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Between 30 December and 6 Jaﬁuery, flying wae practiced at Laerz

‘airfield only on two cays. Between 10 a.m, ord 2 p.m. on 30 December,

individual locel flights were made below the clouds by four MiG-15s,
which were equipped with suxiliary fuel tanks. Between 10 and 12 a.m.
on 6 Jenusry, throe MiG-158 were aloft. The ceiling was at an altitude
of 1,500 meters. On 10 January, 23 MiG<15s ard 2 type-29 plenes were
parked in the dispersal area near the flight control building, about
26 MiG-15s along the canal, and 6 MiG~158 in the dispersal area of
the alert flight. An unidentified number of Yak-1ls and Po-28 were
alsc observed jt the fisld, . .

On 1 Jawary, dource observed for the first time that the size of the
alert flight was reduced to six planes. On 1C Januery, he made the sams
observation. ) . :

On 4, 7, 8, G, and 10 January, about 30C soldiers with shovels and
brooms, and two snow plows wire engaged in sweeping the snow from the
runway. On 6 January, the runway was clear. Since nevw snowfallr comm-nosd
in the. night from 6 to 7 January, work was resumed on 7 January and tke
runway Was swept clear by the evening of 8 January. During the night from
8 to 9 January, it was snowing again. At 3 p-2. on 10 January, sweeping
st111 continued. Source believed that it wouli teke about two days to

~ elear the runwsy completely.l .

0u+10 Jamwary, source observed the relieving of the sentrics at the
alert £lisit at the field. The sentries were quariered in two semi-
underground low buildings west of the Retzow--ifirow road in the extersion
of the runwsy. Between 2:45 and 3 p.m., four sentries wsre on the way
from the-dispersal area of the alsrt planes #> the quarters of ths
sentries.. On 10 January, none of thé two recad blocks on the Retzow-Firaw
road vas guarded. ‘

209

In early January, the fence gaps in the axtensions of the runvay tc the

sast and the west were clossd by a barbed-wire fence, about 1l metsr Li~h.
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On 10 Janunry, 12 shrapnelproof aircraft reveitmerts were identified west
of, snd 6 vest of, the Retzow-Mirow road at the field. Twenty-one ctaer
revetnents wer: locsted in the wooded srea northeast of the fuel dump. faw -
revetments on the Retuow-liirow road were equippef with smaell wooden siins
bearing ¥os 1 tc 18. Prior to 10 January, 79 shrepnslproof sircraft
rovetments including those constructed alony the tawiway and the flight.
control bullding wore observed at the field.?

In early Jamusry, 51t was learned that all German bub one who worked
at the rapair shop were dismissed.

Between 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. on 30 December, individual flights wers
made beneath the cedling by an unidentified aumber of jet fighters.
Visibility was good and the ceiling at an altitude of about 1,400 rmeters.
Bstuween 2 a.m. and 3 p.v, on 14 Ja.mu.u'yi individuel flighte wers made Jy
five jet fizhtersz. Visibility was good.

On several lays vetween 30 December and 15 Jamaary, the snow had bean
swept from the runway. Once, a labor crew of 50 sclilers equipped with
a snow plow was observed in the western secvion of the rurmvey.

in early Januery, airing practices with the 1A puns were frequently
nbsorved. Usuelly, the practices were held after 10 a.m. and in the
aftarnoon, and lasted about 30 minutes. Fo loading vpractlces were
observed. Since other soldiers, who were no aembers of the gun erew,
atood directly at the emplacement, source waz unable to identifyr the
nurher of soidiers aserving the piece during the aiming praciices.
Commands for the practices were given in turas by cne soldier who stoci:
on the slope. The practices included the laying for elevation and dirset-
ion snd traversing motions by 180 degrees. 0zecasicnally, the practicas
were commenced at the alert sounded with 2 steel rail. When the signal
was given the gun créw hurried from the quarters to the emplacerent.3

Good observation facilities toward laerz aixfield wsre offerec¢ by Hill 78
on the Vietzen-Reotzow road. When the weather waes clear it was possibl: to
zount the aircraft parked in the dispersal ares of the aleri planes and-
near the flighl contrel building. Since the tervein was sloping from this
vroad, visibility would not be inpeded in the event that the vire fenes
would be raplaced by a board fence. Ho details wore observed frex the cite.
Observation facilivies toward the dispersel area of the alserit planes were
offered by the road curve near Hetzow. Alrerift ucdsls, bub no mumber: were
identified. Observation facilities were also offered toward the reet of the
{ield, howsver, no details were psrosptible. Frou the way directly so:th
of the canal near ihe fiecld scurce identifizd and counted the tell seuemblies

of the planes parked in the dispersal area on the canal. Observetioz fsecdlities

toward the dizperssl area at the flight contrel building were offersd by the .
lzerz-£llerholz road and railroad line. The numbers of the aircraft prrked
farthest to the northwest could be identified. The new board fence zbuout 50
metsrs north of the entrance to the field proteched buildings at the risld
agaiost observation from the north. Exach observatlon of the diepersa &ven
of the alert planes was possible only from the Retsouw-iirow road off the
sast end of the runway. From thie site sourca exactly discerned the mumbers
andwdels of the airceraft vhich were towed to the ke-~off point at the ecst
end of the runwey. The road was tlocked.

In early January, the dispersal area of the alert flight at the field was
permanently guarded ty a sentry armed with rifle. The pllots of fae alsrt
planes were believed to be quartered in a low building, about 50 metevs
eazt of the dispersal area of the alert flight, vhich was ccoiplied by
soldiers all time.
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In Januvary, the alreraft were towed by moter vehicles from the
dispersal areas on the field to the starte-off point. They wers
occupied by the pilots. About tiree smail two-wheel rubber-—tired
carts ware towed to the starte-off point by another vehiels. A
gcldiers waved with a smell red flag before theta%e offs.

On & Januory, source observed for the first time that the sizs of the
ajert fiight had been reduced to eix planes; this nurbere was nainp-
tained up to 15 January,

Souree frequentiy oLgerved that the one side of the ronvay, rostly
the southern one, was lighted with white larps at night. Thers was
no alr sctivity.

On & Jamary, six canvas covsred swept-back jot planes ware observed
at the east end of the runway. The noses ofihe planes pointed to the
runvay. Six to eight men wearing flying suits walked around the air-
craf't. A small devlece, about 1,50 meters high, was sot up at the lea®
plane. L radio truck mounting a rod antenna, about 3 meters high, st
the ieft rear corner, was parked between tiie cnd of the runwey and the
oxcavated bunker east of 3t. A man vho descended from the vehicle walked
in the direction of the six swapt-back jet planss. At 11:45 €Ty @1
vake~off was made by a plene mamned with twe men whio source disainet b8
discerned when the plans cressed the field. The laudins gear of_g the
plene was not yet reitracted vhen the eraft flew over the field.”

On 6 Jawuary, small “irs were inserted in the snow at intervels of a
to 80 meters on both sides of the runvay. Tve or throe men were wal o'y
zlong beth edres of the rumvay and oceasionzlly beni over the lamps nf
the flarepath.

On 6 Janwary, 12 shrapaslrroof aircralt revetments were counted on the
wast side of Netzow-lirow road. Other revetments were located on the
east side of this road. They were U-shaped eartimalls, 2.5 to 3 meters:
high, which vere osen toward the road. The tops of the sartiwalls,
about 1 meter wide, were directly beside the road. The revetmen®is wars:
sstimated to be 15 4o 20 meters long and 10 metors wide. Source obaarved
from a very cless ¢isiance that a wmanhole eech was in the unorthern
longitudinal side of the two first revetronis. Teere vers no doors at
the manholes. The other revetnents slso had similar derk holes. A1l
revebients vere snowed up. No trails were observed in the new snow.
Other shrapnelpr-of ajreraft revetments wers locatsd north snd couth
of thg texivay beginning at the cast end of the rmuway, and ab the fel
dumpeé

On 6 January, a seni-buried low huilding mounting & rmast, about 3 metors
high, was observed ezst of the Retzow-l'irow road on Hill 77. Two Sovie%
soldicrs stood at the building. Another semi-underground iow bu’ldin
was observed at the southwestern corner of the shrubbery east ol the
northern roadblock in the so-called "Aastanren® area. its front sida,
which was 6 to & meters wide, pointed to the road. The southern longi-
tudinal side, which vas 12-to 15 meters long, ‘had a deor. The west sids

srnpe ey
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of the building was equinped with a mast, 3 meters high, while a vire
was stretched on the rcof. A Soviet soldier wearing black-bordered

- bive epaulets came out of the bullding with a dog vho moved {reely

about, On 6 January, three or four ercavated bunkers, & to 10 meters
lmvag vieve obsserved at the field from the Vietssn-Laerz road at the point
where the board {ence chang:s inte a barbed-wire fence,

Un & Jammary, concrete slabs, about 50 cm square and about 5 cm thick, .
vere obsarved on the railroad spur track of the fisld. :

25X1

| Aceording To a signboard posied .

in the center of Mirow-Dorf, the road tc Retsow was closed. Tt indicstes
a detour via lasrz. A road block on the southern edge of the woode on trs-
letzow-Mirow road was not guarded end no trails wers observed in the
snow. A sentry who did not helt the passers-by stood at the road block
on the Vietzen-Laerz rcad on Mirow Canal on 6 Jamuary. The fence gap =t
tha west end of the rumwvay was closged by five to six lines of berbed wirs
up to a height of about 1 meter.

Betwsen 3 and 4. p.m. on 27, 28, and 30 December truck |_t—_|:arry:in~«' 25X1C
sight to ten men was observed travelling through lMirow—Dorf in & northarn
directicn. On two days, the same truck was observed coming back after

about half an hour. On 27 December, the truck was ubsarvsd curving in

Mirow-lorf into the road %o Laerz. On 6 Janvary, four squads of 15 to 2

men wearing red-bordered black epaulets with artillery insignia, jnelpding

five 1o six technical serveants, were seen on the Laerz-Vietsen road.*

[ [Comment. The headquarters of a fighter division and two fighter
regiments are stationed at laerz airfield. During the reported period,

the alert planes were obssrved at the field and the individual local
flights vers made by other planes. In view of, the constant snow-sweepinz
it iz believed that take-offs by MiG-15s are hampered even by a thin snos:
cover. Besides, it is due to the snovu-gweeping that the field is ready
for services at all times, so tale-offs by the alert planes mey not be
nindered.

Coment, & previovs report specified the locations of the
shrapnelproof asircraft revetuents. | [- The 25X1
first mentioned revetments are dispersal areac fron 7Zorld War i1 locstad ¢
cutside the fence southeast of the fisld and surrovnded by protection
walls. It 1s believed that the concrete slabs observed by Source 3 ars
uged to sirengthen the inner walls of the rsveiments as usual at other
airfields,

3, :l_@_g_z:nnent, According to availabls informe tion, theres ara two AA

gun emplacements at Laerz airfield. One 1light AA bettery is located ia
the northwestern corner of ths landing field snd the other one ig on
the southern edge cf the landing fleld west of the guartering area.
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